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what are called colleges of electors, chosen in
each state by such means as the legislature of
that state determines. At this time most states
had provided that the electors should be chosen
by the people of the states, though South Caro-
lina,   for   example,   followed   the   method   of
choosing the electors by the state legislature. At
a Presidential election, therefore, the first task
was to choose the colleges of electors, and there-
after these colleges of electors would choose a
President. The practice soon arose of the parties
putting up their own list of candidates for the
posts of electors, each candidate being pledged
to support the party's candidate for the Presi-
dency.   The   electors  were   not   expected   to
exercise their discretion. They were supposed to
register their party's will. So in Illinois Abraham
Lincoln was nominated as one of the Whig
party's candidates for the office of Presidential
elector and his name figured on the 'ticket*
which that party issued to its supporters and
which contained the names of all its candidates
for the electoral college of Illinois. It illustrates
his place in the party organisation of the Whigs
and it shows that although he had been the
leader of his group in the legislature, he was not
yet one of the powerful party leaders in his state.
Indeed it was not until 1846 that he was at
last  nominated  by his party for election to
Congress, He won his election in August 1846
as a member of the House of Representatives
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